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This book is dedicated to those whose lives were 

affected or taken by meningococcal disease.  
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survive are often left with life-long complications, 

such as brain damage, learning disabilities, hearing 

loss and amputation of limbs.

Thankfully, we live in an age when medical 

advances are continually providing us with more 

and more options to help keep our children safe 

from serious health risks, including meningococcal 

disease. Through these images, I hope to help illus-

trate the profound impact that meningococcal dis-

ease can have on entire families and highlight the 

responsibility that we have as adults and parents to 

do everything we can to help protect and nurture 

our children during their most vulnerable years.

The 15 survivors featured in this project are from many different countries and 

cultures. Therefore, to unify the series and highlight the fact that despite cultural differ-

ences, they have so much in common through their experiences with meningococcal 

disease, I have referenced the symbolism of a bird’s nest in each of the images. The 

nest is referenced very subtly at times in the images and at other times more obvious-

ly. To me, a beautiful little bird’s nest, and the ingredients used in its building represent 

love, nurture, family, protection, hope and, most importantly, a deceptive strength.

This has been a very emotional, motivating and informative experience for me. I 

hope that these images will inspire you to be vigilant.

Be aware of the signs and symptoms, trust your instincts and speak with your 

physician about vaccination to help protect your family from this potentionally dev-

astating disease. 

We owe it to our children.

P rotect. Nurture. Love. These three words have served as my mantra and 

inspiration throughout my 30-year career as a photographer. My work has 

allowed me the tremendous opportunity to travel around the world, meeting and 

working with families from many walks of life. One emotion that unites all of us as 

parents is the instinctive drive to ensure that our children are safe and protected. In 

allowing them to grow and flourish, we protect the future of our world.  

This project has been made possible by my partnership with Novartis Vaccines 

and the Confederation of Meningitis Organisations (CoMO). The Protecting Our 

Tomorrows: Portraits of Meningococcal Disease series is a global initiative aimed at 

raising awareness among parents regarding the threat of meningococcal disease 

and the importance of its prevention.  

As a photographer and mother, it was incredibly moving to meet these young 

people and see firsthand the impact that meningococcal disease has had on their 

lives. I feel privileged to be joining these survivors and their families, not just to raise 

awareness, but to highlight their powerful stories of resilience and also honor those 

who have tragically lost their lives to the disease. 

Meningococcal disease is a sudden, aggressive illness that can lead to death within 

24 hours of onset. Babies, toddlers and adolescents are the most vulnerable, with 

infants under 12 months of age at greatest risk. Unfortunately, many of those who do 
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VICTORIA (Age 5 years, Spain)

When she was 4 years old, Victoria, known 

by her friends and family as Vicky, suffered the 

loss of both her legs due to meningococcal 

septicemia. At 5 years old, Vicky is still healing 

from the great impact of her experience with 

meningococcal disease.
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MACKENZIE (Age 9 years, Australia)

Meet Mackenzie, known to everyone as Mackie, 

who was struck with meningococcal disease 

when he was 3 years old. Mackie gradually 

recovered but suffered the loss of all of his 

fingertips and all of the toes on his right foot.
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ELLIE MAY (Age 9 years, United Kingdom) 
& SOPHIE (Age 9 years, United Kingdom)

Ellie May was 16 months old when she was 

diagnosed with a near-fatal case of menin-

gococcal disease. However, her twin sister, 

Sophie, escaped the disease and its conse-

quences. Although Ellie May survived, the 

rapid spread of the disease required her arms 

and legs to be amputated.
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AMBER (Age 5 years, United Kingdom)

At 2 years of age, Amber was rushed to the 

hospital when she fell ill with a fever and vom-

iting. Diagnosed with meningococcal disease, 

Amber took a turn for the worse and the doc-

tors had to amputate parts of both her arms 

and legs in order to save her life.
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MEGAN (Age 11 years, Canada)

Megan was only 2 years old when she 

contracted meningococcal disease. She would 

undergo many procedures in the years that 

followed, including the amputation of both 

legs and knee reconstruction. Megan also 

had nine fingers amputated and has residual 

damage to her teeth.
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HARVEY (Age 8 years, United Kingdom)

Harvey had just learned to walk when he 

became ill with meningococcal disease. He 

spent weeks in intensive care and stayed in the 

hospital for more than four months. Because 

of the damage caused by the infection, doctors 

had to amputate both of Harvey’s legs, as well 

as the fingers and thumb on his right hand.
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ELIAS (Age 7 years, Germany)

Elias contracted meningococcal disease when 

he was 2 years old. As a result of the disease, 

he had to have both legs amputated below 

the knee and has permanent scarring on 

several parts of his body.
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BERNADETTE (Age 6 years, Australia)

Bernadette was just 3 years old when she 

contracted meningococcal disease. After 

three weeks in the hospital she began her 

recovery, following the amputation of both 

of her legs below the knee along with parts 

of her f ingers.
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MATTEO (Age 9 months, Canada)

Matteo was diagnosed with meningococcal 

disease when he was 4 months old. 

Remaining in the hospital for more than a 

month, multiple procedures were performed 

to minimize the scarring he suffered on his 

legs, coccyx and head.
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KATE (Age 18 years, Canada)

Five days after returning home from being a 

counselor at summer camp, Kate contracted 

meningococcal disease. She spent months 

recovering and was left with dark purple scars 

on her legs.
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DANIELLE (Age 20 years, Australia)

Danielle’s family nearly lost her to meningo-

coccal disease when she fell ill at 14 months 

old. Doctors did not think she would survive. 

However, after weeks in intensive care and 

amputations, including her left arm, most of 

her toes, and all of her fingers, Danielle made 

it through.
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JAMIE (Age 25 years, United States)

As a 20-year-old sophomore in college, Jamie 

was rushed to the hospital with what she 

thought was an asthma attack. Two days later, 

she learned she had contracted meningococcal 

septicemia. Over the next seven months, 

Jamie suffered the loss of both legs below the 

knees, fingers on both hands and underwent 

multiple skin grafts.
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BENJAMIN (Age 15 years, Canada)

Benjamin was just 4 months old when he was 

diagnosed with meningococcal disease and 

fought very hard to live. By the conclusion 

of his treatment, he had suffered significant 

brain damage and lost his legs, right hand and 

several fingers.
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JULIO (Age 15 years, Brazil)

Julio was 12 years old when he began experi-

encing flu-like symptoms, pain in his legs and 

dark spotting on his feet. After being admit-

ted to intensive care, he was diagnosed with 

meningococcal disease and battled for his life 

in the days that followed. He suffered the loss 

of both legs and the fingers on one of his hands 

in order to survive.
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AARON (Age 10 years, Ireland)

Aaron became ill with meningococcal disease 

when he was just a small newborn at only 

14 days old. His mother rushed him to the 

emergency room where doctors ran tests 

and swiftly provided him with antibiotics. 

After two weeks in the hospital, Aaron made 

an almost full physical recovery but was left 

with some learning disabilities that impact his 

school work.

In Aaron’s image, a dove symbolizes hope for 

the future, and also honors those who have 

lost their lives to this disease.
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Victoria and brother, Ángel

Victoria and her mother, Victoria, brother, Ángel, and father, isaac

VICTORIA’S STORY

V ictoria lost both of her legs to meningococcal septicemia when she was 

4 years old. Also known as Vicky by her friends and family, she was still 

adjusting to her new normal when we met her during the Protecting Our Tomorrows: 

Portraits of Meningococcal Disease photo shoot in London. Vicky is an amazingly 

brave girl. Her mother, also Victoria, 

calls her daughter “super girl” and has 

expressed that Vicky has remained 

strong and hopeful during this dif-

ficult time of recovery. Vicky loves 

singing and moving to music on the 

radio while traveling in the car with 

her family. When she was in the hos-

pital, listening to music and watching 

a DVD of a local orchestra helped to 

cheer her up. Vicky also loves Latin 

music and dance. When she grows 

up, Vicky wants to have a career in 

music and performance.

Victoria and her mother, also Victoria 
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mackenzie and his sister, ella, and father, Jeremy 

MACKIE’S STORY

I n 2007, Mackenzie, or Mackie as his family calls him, contracted meningococ-

cal disease at 3 years old. Upon diagnosis, he was immediately airlifted by heli-

copter with his father to travel to a specialty center for treatment. Although Mackie 

suffered the loss of his fingertips and toes and also experienced damage to a growth 

plate in one of his legs, he has never let his amputations stop him from living the life 

of a thriving little boy. Mackie’s 

father, Jeremy, cites Mackie’s 

resilience in the face of hard-

ship; “At that age, they learn to 

do things the way they are. He’s 

very strong, very independent 

and very determined.” Mackie’s 

family has acknowledged their 

local community as having been 

an amazing support system for 

them during this difficult experi-

ence. Seen here with his sister, 

Mackie is cherished by his family.

mackenzie and his sister, ella
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ellie may and her siblings, tai’la, sophie, and connor, and parents, lisa and paul

ELLIE MAY’S STORY

E llie May was only 16 months old when she was stricken with a near-fatal case 

of meningococcal disease. She survived the potentially life threatening disease, 

but suffered the loss of her arms and legs due to septicemia. Ellie May’s twin sister, 

Sophie, was not affected by the disease, nor was her older brother, Connor, or sister, 

Tai’la. Ellie May’s parents view her as an inspiration. “People always say, ‘Oh, you’ve 

done so well as parents.’ Well, I’d say she’s done so well for us,” says Ellie May’s father, 

Paul. Now 9 years old, Ellie May loves dancing and swimming and is a member of a 

local club for both activities. Another 

passion of Ellie May’s is a disabled dol-

phin named Winter. Ellie May is inspired 

by Winter because although the dol-

phin lost part of her tail in an accident, 

she has been rehabilitated and grown 

strong. Winter uses a prosthetic tail so 

she can swim. Ellie May has done many 

of her school projects on Winter and 

even traveled to Florida with her family 

to visit Winter.

ellie may and her sibl ings, tai’la, connor, and sophie
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amber and her sister, Jade, and mother, Vicky

AMBER’S STORY

A mber contracted meningococcal disease in 2010, when she was just 2 

years old. The disease spread so rapidly that doctors had to take drastic 

action to save her life. In order to give Amber a chance to live, her left arm needed 

to be amputated at the shoulder, her right arm amputated at the wrist, her right leg 

above the knee, and her left leg below the knee. Amber’s mother, Vicky, has cared 

for her full-time since she returned home from the hospital. Although the disease has 

altered Amber’s life forever, Vicky is impressed with Amber’s positive attitude and 

strength; “Nothing has ever got her down. From the minute she came home from 

the hospital, she has just been so strong and 

coped with everything.” Amber loves to dance 

and has even joined a street dance club. She also 

likes to stay busy with her two other favorite 

hobbies–singing and swimming. 

Amber is very close with her older sister, 

Jade, who accompanied her to the photo shoot 

and is seen here, pictured with Amber. They are 

more like best friends than sisters. Jade is very 

protective of Amber and is always looking out 

for her.amber and her sister, Jade 
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megan and her parents, Jean-sébastien and Vicky 

MEGAN’S STORY

M egan was diagnosed with meningococcal disease at 2 years old. Megan lost 

both of her legs and nine fingers to the disease and subsequently had knee 

reconstruction surgery. Megan’s family says that she copes with her amputations with 

a cheerful countenance, facing life’s challenges head-on and without hesitation. With 

the support of her loving family, mother Vicky, father Jean-Sébastien and big brother 

Justyn, Megan feels like she can accomplish all of her goals. Megan is independent and 

determined to do anything she sets her mind to. She is a star who loves to sing and 

dance to pop music.
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harVey and his parents, carol and Jonathan 

HARVEY’S STORY

A t just 2 years old, Harvey was admitted to a local hospital and later trans-

ferred to a pediatric intensive care unit at St. Mary’s Hospital in London. It 

took two days to confirm that Harvey was infected with meningococcal septicemia. 

As a result of the infection, Harvey had to have his legs and three and a half of his 

right hand fingers amputated with extensive damage to other parts of his body, leav-

ing his left hand partially paralyzed. 

Despite the challenges that Harvey has faced throughout his early childhood, his 

prosthetics allow him to run and play with other children his own age. In the past 

few years, Harvey has become an accomplished athlete who has brought home eight 

gold medals, sprinting on blade prosthetics that have enabled him to fulfill his dream 

of running. Today, Harvey belongs to a team, trains with Paralympic athletes, and 

even competes with older kids in age groups 11 and under and 18 and under. His 

mother Carol has remarked that, “It’s an achievement for Harvey, because we didn’t 

think Harvey would walk, let alone run.” Harvey is also passionate about Winter, 

the dolphin with the prosthetic tail, and has also been able to visit Winter in Florida. 

Harvey was inspired to see Winter swimming around freely with her prosthetic tail. 

His parents, Carol and Jonathan, pictured here with Harvey, want him to have a normal 

childhood that includes his maximum mobility and independence. Harvey pays little atten-

tion to his disability and can best be described as a giggly, witty, charming and happy boy.
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elias and his brother, liam, mother, ina, and father, selim

ELIAS’S STORY

W hen he was only 2 years old, Elias contracted meningococcal disease. 

Elias has endured the amputation of both of his legs as well as substan-

tial scarring. Despite the impact of this disease, Elias takes each day in stride and 

is now heavily involved in advocacy 

efforts to support other children 

who have undergone amputation 

as their families establish their new 

way of life. Elias, seen here with 

his brother, Liam, is a fun-loving 

boy who enjoys being outdoors 

and spending time with his friends. 

Despite remaining an active child, 

Elias wants to be independent and 

prefers not to wear his prosthet-

ics for now. Just like other boys his 

age, Elias puts off cleaning his room 

and prefers playing with his friends 

over doing chores.

elias and his brother, liam
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bernadette and her father, danilo

bernadette and her brothers, Jacob, isaac and dominic, and parents, danilo and mary

BERNADETTE’S STORY

S hortly after the birth of their third child, Danilo and Mary noticed that their 

3-year-old daughter, Bernadette, began feeling ill. Overnight, Bernadette 

became spotted with numerous purple blotches all over her midsection. She was 

rushed immediately to the nearby children’s hospital and as her condition wors-

ened, she was diagnosed with the deadly disease. Bernadette remained in the 

intensive care unit and needed to have her legs and fingers amputated to help save 

her life. Mary commented on the decision to amputate, saying, “For us, the deci-

sion was we lose the limbs or we lose 

her life.” When she finally returned 

home, it was only a few months before 

Bernadette learned to walk again–just 

as her baby brother Isaac was learning 

alongside her. Today, Bernadette is a 

happy girl who loves pink, her parents, 

her three brothers, Jacob, Isaac and 

Dominic, and one of Anne’s signature 

plush bunnies given to her by Anne at 

the photo shoot.

bernadette and her mother, mary 
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matteo and his parents, dominic and chantal

MATTEO’S STORY

F our months after he was born, Matteo was diagnosed with meningococcal 

disease. The first 48 hours were crucial. The sole goal was to keep him 

alive. Although Matteo was in the hospital for more than a month, which included 

34 surgeries to close wounds on his legs, back and head, he eventually made a 

complete recovery and was able to come home to his adoring family. Matteo’s 

medical team was able to stitch the impacted areas in a way that will leave him 

with minimal scarring. Although Matteo 

is a baby, he has gone through so much 

with this terrible disease. Matteo is 

happy and comfortable around his family 

but becomes anxious around strangers 

because it reminds him of being in the 

hospital, away from those closest to 

him. His parents, Chantal and Dominic, 

and two big sisters, Ellie and Sara, were 

overjoyed to have their baby brother 

back home.

matteo and his sister, ellie
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kate and her sister, anna

KATE’S STORY

K ate, now 18 years old, contracted meningococcal disease when she was 

16 years old, after returning home from summer camp. Kate, a fun-loving, 

active teenager, had just recently gone tubing–so when she found bruises on her 

legs, her family did not think it was abnormal until she started feeling feverish and 

sluggish. At first, doctors had a difficult time diagnosing Kate, but shortly after her 

diagnosis, she was in a coma fighting for her life. Even after many treatments, Kate 

was left with dark purple scarring on both of her legs due to septicemia. However, 

this has not deterred Kate’s positive attitude. A very energetic and vibrant teen, 

Kate is also a gifted vocalist and pianist. She is very close to her younger sister, 

Anna, who she calls her “partner in crime.” The two often collaborate on musical 

projects that they like to share on social media. They sing, play and cover songs 

from popular folk and pop music artists. With an undoubtedly bright future ahead 

of her, Kate’s family describes her as having “a real light about her.”
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danielle and her mother, leanne 

DANIELLE’S STORY

D anielle, pictured here with her mother, Leanne, contracted meningococcal 

disease when she was only 14 months old. At first, doctors told Leanne that 

she would not survive the disease. Danielle’s condition was improved through the 

amputation of portions of her legs, both of her hands, toes, and through multiple skin 

grafts. Five years later, she underwent a 14 hour operation to have her big toe trans-

planted on to her right hand and she is now able to hold objects with more ease. 

Danielle has undergone nearly 80 surgeries throughout the past 19 years and each 

surgery has helped to lengthen and straighten her bones. Although meningococcal 

disease continues to have a reverberating effect on Danielle’s life, she has discovered 

her passion as a para-equestrian athlete. Danielle does not let her experience as a 

meningococcal disease survivor define her–instead, she aspires to one day represent 

her country at the 2016 Paralympic Games in Rio de Janeiro. Danielle says she loves 

working with horses because, as Danielle has stated, her horses cannot tell the dif-

ference between a disabled person and an able-bodied person. 
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Jamie and her mother, patsy 

JAMIE’S STORY

J amie, pictured here with her mother, Patsy, contracted meningococcal disease 

when she was a 20-year-old sophomore in college. At first, Jamie thought that 

what she was feeling was the flu but it quickly became apparent that it was much 

worse. Jamie underwent dozens of skin graft surgeries and 50 days of oxygen therapy 

with the hope of saving her extremities. Eventually, Jamie’s doctors were left with no 

choice but to save her life by amputating fingers on both hands and her legs below 

the knees. Jamie spent seven months in the hospital before she could come home. 

Today, Jamie and Patsy work hard to share important information and knowledge 

surrounding meningococcal disease. Additionally, with the support of her mom, Jamie 

worked to pass US Senate Bill 819, also known as The Jamie Schanbaum Act, in 2009, 

requiring meningitis vaccinations for college students in her home state of Texas. 

Jamie’s determination is also apparent through her love of cycling. In 2011, she won 

the gold medal in the USA Cycling Paralympic National Championship and her future 

plans are far-reaching.  
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benJamin and his parents, marie-ÈVe and réJean

BENJAMIN’S STORY

F ifteen-year-old Benjamin survived meningococcal disease after contracting 

it as a 4-month-old infant.  He was sent home after seeing the doctor but 

later that night his mother was woken up to him gasping for air. She revived him 

twice with mouth-to-mouth resuscitation (learned during her training to become a 

nurse), before the ambulance arrived. Benjamin spent many months in the hospital 

and was left with life-altering physical and mental disabilities as a result of his disease. 

Benjamin is always in a good mood and loves listening to pop music. Benjamin’s 

mother, Marie-Ève, pictured here with her son, started a foundation based in Canada 

in her son’s honor and is a strong advocate for raising meningococcal disease aware-

ness in Québec, Canada. Marie Ève’s and Réjean’s unconditional love for Benjamin 

shines through in this photo.  
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Julio and his mother, dulcinéia 

JULIO’S STORY

J ulio was 12 years old when he suddenly began experiencing flu-like symptoms 

and was rushed to the hospital in an area of Brazil where care is not readily 

accessible. After being sent home by doctors, Julio developed pain in his legs and dark 

spotting on his feet. Upon return to the hospital, Julio was admitted to the intensive 

care unit and was diagnosed with meningococcal disease. Julio battled for his life in 

the days that followed and suffered the loss of both legs and the fingers on one of his 

hands due to the disease. Pictured here with his mother, Dulcinéia, Julio has adapted 

to living life without the mobility that he was used to. Julio maintains his indepen-

dence and is an energetic teenager despite everything that he has experienced. He 

does not let his physical disability hinder his positive attitude and continues to smile 

and live a full life.  
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aaron and his mother, pamela 

AARON’S STORY

A aron was just 14 days old when his mother, Pamela, noticed something was 

not right. His family took him to the hospital where they immediately ran 

tests and started antibiotics after suspecting meningococcal disease. Aaron’s mother, 

Pamela, was told by doctors that if she had not brought Aaron to the hospital when 

she did, he would not have survived through the following day. Aaron was in the 

hospital for two weeks, but because doctors were able to help him right away, Aaron 

made a full physical recovery. Although Aaron is challenged by some learning disabili-

ties, he is a fully engaged, energetic young boy. 

Aaron loves to play sports–especially hurling, an outdoor, team-oriented game 

of ancient Gaelic and Irish origin, considered to be one of the world’s fastest paced 

field games. 

Pamela, pictured here with Aaron, is involved with advocacy efforts in their com-

munity in Galway, Ireland.
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According to the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), a common 

outcome of meningococcal disease is meningitis. Caused by Neisseria meningitidis bac-

teria, meningococcal meningitis causes the protective membranes covering the brain 

and spinal cord, known as the meninges, to become infected and swell. Symptoms can 

include sudden onset of fever, headache, stiff neck, nausea, vomiting, photophobia (eye 

discomfort in bright light) and altered mental status. The symptoms of meningococcal 

disease can appear quickly or over several days. 

In newborns and infants, the classic symptoms of fever, headache and neck stiffness 

may be absent or difficult to notice. The infant may appear to be slow or inactive, 

irritable, vomiting or feeding poorly. In young children, doctors may also look at the 

child’s reflexes, which can also be a sign of meningitis.

If you think you or your infant or child has any of these symptoms, seek medical 

help right away.

Meningococcal disease is very serious and can be fatal. In fatal cases, death can occur 

in as little as a few hours. In non-fatal cases, permanent disabilities can include hearing 

loss and brain damage.

MENINGOCOCCAL SEPTICEMIA 

Another common outcome of meningococcal disease is bloodstream infection, 

either septicemia or bacteremia. The more serious of the two is septicemia. When 

caused by Neisseria meningitides bacteria, it is known as meningococcal septicemia or 

meningococcemia. This is the more dangerous and deadly illness caused by Neisseria 

meningitidis bacteria. When someone has meningococcal septicemia, the bacteria 

enter the bloodstream and multiply, damaging the walls of the blood vessels and 

causing bleeding into the skin and organs.

Symptoms may include:

• Fatigue

• Vomiting

• Cold hands and feet

• Cold chills

• Severe aches or pain in the muscles, joints, chest or abdomen (belly)

• Rapid breathing

• Diarrhea

• In the later stages, a dark purple rash

If you think you or your infant or child has any of these symptoms, seek medical 

help right away.

Meningococcal septicemia is very serious and can be fatal. In fatal cases, death can 

occur in as little as a few hours. In non-fatal cases, permanent disabilities can include 

amputation of toes, fingers or limbs or severe scarring as a result of skin grafts.

Many forms of meningococcal disease are vaccine-preventable. Talk to your child’s 

doctor about what vaccines are available to help protect your family. 

ABOUT MENINGOCOCCAL DISEASE
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We are proud to be a part of the Protecting Our Tomorrows: Portraits of Meningococcal 

Disease project that continues to educate communities across the globe through 

inspiring photographs and powerful stories. 

At the Confederation of Meningitis Organisations (CoMO), we are committed to 

preventing meningitis worldwide, because we can and we should. Meningococcal 

disease is a major cause of meningitis and we hope that this project will help increase 

awareness about the devastation of this disease and how we can fight it together.

Bruce Langoulant

Parent of a meningitis survivor

President, Confederation of Meningitis Organisations

GLOBAL PARTNER
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We live in a privileged world. Better living standards, medicines and vaccines have 

provided us with unprecedented health and life expectancies. It is easy to forget 

or ignore that this is not the case for all. Children still die or survive severely handi-

capped from what are preventable diseases. 

Meningococcal meningitis affects thousands of children every year. Initial symptoms 

often resemble a simple flu, but the disease can kill within hours, leaving parents 

bereaved and heartbroken. Much more can and should be done to make sure every 

child at risk gets vaccinated. This is the mission of our company. A mission that we 

try to fulfill to the best of our abilities and as responsibly as we can, working together 

with the many patient groups, physicians and public health officials who are as deter-

mined as we are.

I am very grateful to Anne for supporting our work in such an inspiring way. I see in 

her portraits of meningitis survivors two powerful fundamental values that inspire us 

for the work we do, dignity and perseverance. 

Andrin Oswald, M.D.

Division Head, Novartis Vaccines 

 

GLOBAL SPONSOR
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